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What we teach and why

The “Not Quite Round Table”
In the fall of 2002, a new study group formed at EUCC, the “Not Quite Round Table”.  The goal of this group was to create a community while sharing common knowledge and vision that would offer educational and worship strategies for a local congregation.  The group gathered bi-weekly on Sunday evenings for 18 months and included a dozen leaders from our community with expertise in theology, science, and education.

Questions to explored included (but were not limited to):

Can a set of readings be identified that reflect and teach what a congregation understands as the core values of faith?

How can the tools of scholarship be embodied in the worship and education life of a congregation?

In what contexts are Bible stories helpful for children?

How does a weekly "education hour" function for faith formation?

Although the discussions were always lively and inspiring, we quickly became aware that we could identify assumptions but not core (shared) theology.  The finished project included a set of theological assumptions and a selection of stories for consideration in our Church School.

Theological Assumptions (offered by NQRT)
We experience God as absolute love, justice, and compassion.

We experience God

in the world; in science, nature, and literature;

in Jesus and in other people as God is embodied;

in meditation; and

by being sensitive and open to life.

We believe that Jesus, whom we call the Christ,

was a historical figure, a teacher, and a rebel, deeply committed to his community; and

that through his words, deeds, and faith, 

and in his life, death, and resurrection,

we have come to know who God is.

From Jesus we have learned

that no one is shunned by God;

that each person has infinite worth; and

that we are called to live together in a community that embodies love, works for justice, and practices compassion.

We believe that God’s Spirit

is that which drives us forward and catches us in the Sacred,

is beyond our knowing, and 

helps us to recognize the holiness of life,

assuring us that nothing can separate us from the love of God.

We believe that the Bible is a body of writings accepted by the community of faith as sacred.

Within this canon, there are many different claims about God and what it means to be the people of God.

Respecting the canon as a source of both inspiration and repression,

we take seriously the tasks of interpretation.

We believe that the church is an assembly of people 

who are welcoming, worshipping, learning, sharing, and caring.

We welcome questions and value critical thinking as we strive for knowledge of God.

What we would teach:

Theology:

We recognize God

in all aspects of life;

in Jesus’ life and teaching;

through study of the Bible and our history; and

through critical reflection.

Our tradition of naming the sacred develops in gradations

as we age and grow in faith, through the Bible, our history, and our theology.

We value and nurture the ability to think critically 

about faith claims and claims about God.

Worship:

Worship is our gathering as a people of God.

Worship fosters an awareness of God and provides an opportunity to focus on God; it thereby allows and encourages us to experience the sacred and nurtures our developing relationship with God.

Worship calls us to give thanks and praise.

Worship calls us to support one another and the ‘other.’

Worship encompasses different expressions of all these elements; in the expression, our relationship with God is strengthened through familiarity as well as innovation.

Mission:

The life, teaching, and mission of Jesus 

compel us to love God, each other, and the world.

In response, we:

preserve and tell our faith stories;

create and nurture welcoming communities of compassion and caring 

within our church body;

seek to act in the world to serve need and change the structures of oppression; and

extend an invitation to join in God’s service.

What:  The stories we share 

We’ve identified a three-year cycle of stories that we share with our elementary age children.  It is our hope that as they return to these stories, their depth of understanding and their questions will deepen.  Our goal is to empower our children to use the best available academic and spiritual tools as they seek to understand both the implicit and explicit messages in these ancient stories.

	Year 
	Pentecost 

September-October-November
	Thanksgiving Event 
	Advent

December

	2009-2010


	Abraham: 

Journey 
	Abraham: 

Complicated Families 
	Abraham:

Intro to his Stories
	Story of Thanksgiving
	Luke’s Christmas Story



	2010-2011


	Joseph:

Amazing Leader 
	Joseph:

Sibling Drama


	Tower of Babel 


	Hunger Banquet
	Night in Bethlehem 

	2011-2012


	Exodus

Moses’ many Adventures
	Life in the Garden 


	Great 

Thanksgiving
	Advent Symbols

Mark has no birth story.  




	Year 
	Epiphany 

January-February
	Lent 

March
	Palm Sunday Easter
	Easter

April-May

	2009-2010


	Jesus’ Healing
	Call Stories 

Balaam, Samuel, Disciples


	Palm Sunday Skit

and

Easter Celebration
	Feeding Miracles

Elijah, Elisha, and Jesus 

Jesus in the Water

	2010-2011
	Jesus as Teacher and the Beatitudes 
	Woman Wisdom

(Esther and Ruth) 


	
	“Untold” Stories

Daniel in the Lion’s Den

Jericho Walls

	2011-2012
	Jesus’ Parables and Prayer
	Prophets Then and Now 
	
	The Kings-David


