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Resources for Children (and Parents)
Children’s Bibles

What is the bible?  Before we decide which one to share with our children, a question to ponder together is what it is that we want to share?

Fellow “other evangelicals” share a wide range of answers to the “what is the bible?” question (Nov. 24, 2002, NQRT): 

· Collection (canon) of family stories through human “tellers”

· Myth

· Common heritage – shared

· Selection of faith stories, etc.

· Source of inspiration, pain, confusion, repression

· Human attempt to capture the oral tradition of God

· Memory – includes issue of control (positive and negative)

· Agenda-oriented, especially the New Testament

· Presuppositions color our view

· Dynamic authorization/authentication

Children’s bibles bring even more important questions because each author and publisher display their biases in the stories chosen to portray as well as in the ways that they are presented.  Most commercially available children’s bibles portray an approach to the stories that is quite different from what we experience together.  

There are some notable exceptions. 

· “The Family Story Bible” (Westminster John Knox) is written by fellow progressive Ralph Milton and is a good one to have in your home.  

· “The Lion Illustrated Bible for Children” (Lion UK) is adapted by Lois Rock and we have used many of her stories with our preschool classes.  

· Also Tomie dePaola’s “Book of Bible Stories” is charming and theologically sensitive.

Children Worship with the Other Evangelical

We love children, babies, and teens and we welcome all ages to share worship with us.  

· Activity pages (available in the Narthex) allow children of all ages to respond creatively to worship.  

· A story time (Chancel Steps) is offered at both worship services.

· A playtime for preschool age children is offered after the Chancel Steps at the 11:00 a.m. service.  
We respect that each child is unique and no single program fits all children.  We strive to welcome all ages within our worship experience but also understand that some children are most comfortable in other settings.  Professional childcare is available throughout the morning for those who prefer.  
Why we need children to worship with us!

Article reprinted from “Seasons of the Spirit” (Wood Lake Books)

Children bring unique gifts of wonder, excitement, and creativity that can make worship more meaningful for all. 

Children have important things to teach us about God. Children worship with each new discovery in their lives. Reverence, adoration, respect, love, awe, and praise come naturally to children. 

Children give us the gift of trust and a fresh point of view; adults can share the gift of acceptance, experience, and the wisdom of the Church through the ages.

When a child is baptized, the parents and the adults in the congregation promise to be active in nurturing that child’s faith. We are called to nurture our children in their faith, and we will be nurtured by them in return. 

Worship is a celebration of belonging. By participat​ing in worship, children learn they belong to Christ and are welcome in Christ’s church. What better way for children to learn about their faith than to be a part of a community that laughs together, cries together, struggles together, and worships together.
Children and Communion

Communion is shared each week at the 8:30am service and on the first Sunday of each month at 11:00am. The words we share vary but most often our pastor begins by sharing, words of invitation, a remembrance of Jesus last supper and a blessing prayer.
We share communion by “intinction”, meaning that we walk forward, take a piece of bread from the loaf (“the body of Christ”), dip it in the juice (“the cup of Blessing”), and then eat. Before returning to our seats we are invited to light a candle at the altar in prayer and leave an offering in the offering plates.
Many children share at the table from the time they can reach the bread and do so with remarkable sensitivity. At the same time, we respect each family’s need to discern what timing is best for your children.
A Reflection on Communion: 

As I hold the bread each Sunday, I name each person coming forward (to the extent that my post-40 memory will allow). This exchange is holy, the presence of the living God is palpable as our eyes meet over the breaking bread. Sometimes the mood shifts even to joviality as a child frowns and offers an innocent “no, thank you!” or if the bread of the day seems unbreakable. But even in these moments, I cherish this sacred space. “George, the body of Christ shared with you.” The treasure of the moment certainly lends insight into the timeless debates around who is welcome at the table. In our tradition the debate centers around the appropriate age, the words to be used, and the type of bread shared. In some traditions there is an element of recipient ‘worthiness’. But the rules seem to miss the holiness of the experience. As I speak the name of each congregant coming forward and experience that moment of connection, I am awed by the intangible truth that there is a spirit at play which is not in my control. To be sure, in twenty years of serving the bread I have encountered situations where I wanted to duck into another line. I can vividly recall times that I wished to avoid serving a person with whom I had conflict or concern. But it is in precisely this moment of mutual vulnerability that the spirit is most vibrant. The irony of this moment is that it is exactly the cumulative effect of these moments that will shape us into the persons of faith that the spirit would have us be. 
- Katherine Hawker
