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Confirmation (7th-8th Grade Program)

What is Confirmation?

The rite of initiation into the Christian church is baptism.  We join the church at the baptismal font.   Hence when members transfer from one church to another, we return to the font symbolically as we repeat the baptismal questions.  
When churches practice infant baptism, in addition to baptizing youth and adults those churches also offer a rite called Confirmation.  Confirmation is the opportunity afforded by a local church to an adolescent to offer public assent to the baptismal promises made previously by their parents.  Having publicly assented to the baptismal promises, the adolescent accepts the rights and responsibilities of membership in the local church and the church universal.  
Confirmation is by definition a return to the baptismal font and for youth who’ve not previously been baptized, the sacrament of Baptism is shared as a part of the Confirmation rite.

Confirmation Program:  7th -8th Graders
Our focus will include developing:

1. Biblical literacy,

2. Critical awareness of worship,

3. Identification with the United Church of Christ roots and polity,

4. Ethical foundations,

5. An articulation of personal faith.

To achieve these goals, we offer:

· An opening Fall Retreat.

· A church school program that will cover some of the ‘traditional’ confirmation topics in a ‘not quite traditional’ format each Sunday morning at 9:45am.  This class is led by Jeanne Smith and Marie Keath.

· Offering service with the community is critical to understanding church membership, developing an ethical foundation and learning to articulate faith.  Opportunities for service include (but are certainly NOT limited to) such things as assisting in the nursery, adopting a flower bed, participating in Sandwich Ministry, visiting homebound members, and volunteering at Webster Rock Hill Ministries.  We ask each youth to complete 20 identifiable hours of service, preferably connected with mission in this congregation.  A form is included to account for and reflect upon service experiences.   

· During the 8th grade year, youth are invited to complete interviews with three (non-family) members of the congregation.  

· 8th grade Stole Project – 8th graders will meet with Katy Hawker in the spring to discuss a variety of theological topics (covered in the “Confirmation Stole Book”) and begin to prepare their stoles for Confirmation.

· Fellowship (Jr. & Sr. High) meets weekly on Sunday evenings.  Jeanne Smith coordinates a circle of volunteers which provide leadership.

· Youth Band-Choir (Jr. & Sr. High) meets on Sunday’s at noon.
· The Rite of Confirmation is celebrated with 8th grade youth each spring on Pentecost Sunday.
