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Church School

Who:  All children (ages 3-6th grade)

Youth programming and Adult classes are described separately and offered concurrently.  
We recognize that all of our children have unique learning styles, talents, and challenges.  Please help us to help your child have the best experience possible:

· The more often your child attends, the more familiarity they will have with the setting and the more friends they will make.  
· We try to begin promptly at 9:45am and begin with the story for the day.  Being on time for drop off and pick up is very helpful.

· We are committed to making our Church School as accessible as possible. Please communicate any special needs directly with the teachers or pastor.  
· Feel free to stay with children who are not yet comfortable.  An extra pair of adult hands is always welcome in any of our classrooms!

When:  9:45am each Sunday 

We begin with a celebration on the first Sunday after Labor Day, with classes beginning the following week.  Our last class of the program year is the first Sunday of June.

Class begin at 9:45am each week:

· Beginners will share a story, craft, and snack followed by free play time in their classroom.

· PreK-K will explore “A Joyful Path” with story and activity in their classroom.

· Elementary classes will share rotating learning centers designed to meet a variety of learning styles.  Assignments for each group are posted on a whiteboard in the lower level hallway.

Closing circle is held in the Green Room with classes gathering to sing, share prayer concerns, and collect an offering. Parents are encouraged to pick children up at 10:45am each week in the Green Room.

Where:  Lower Level of Ed Building

Classrooms and Teachers for 2010-2011:

Two self-contained classrooms for our youngest explorers:

· Beginners (ages 3-4) in the Shepherds Room (northeast corner) with Laura Evans, Sandy Bowe and Linda Kolley.  This is room #5 and commonly called the Red Room.

· PreK-Kindergarten (ages 4-5) with Barb Touchette, Harriet Frazier, Ray Mulligan in the Worship Room (southwest corner).

Three elementary groups (1-2 graders, 3-4 graders, and 5th-6th graders) rotate between: 

· Art: 
Kathy Adair in Room #4 also known as the Blue Room.

· Activity:
Darcy Swanson in Room #3 also known as the Orange Room.
· Drama:
Debbie Gregg in Rooms #2 also known as the Green Room.
Why:  A description of our gathering
What we teach in our classrooms is an appreciation of inquiry.  We use the bible stories as a tool in this endeavor and seek to address a range of learning styles.   A team of volunteers write our lessons each week based on the assumptions outlined in the Not Quite Round Table (NQRT) Assumptions (page 9).  We make use of a variety of resources including “Come Join the Circle” (Logos Productions), www.rotation.org, and “A Joyful Path” (The Center for Progressive Christianity).

What:  The stories we share 

We’ve identified a three-year cycle of stories that we share with our elementary age children.  It is our hope that as they return to these stories, their depth of understanding and their questions will deepen.  Our goal is to empower our children to use the best available academic and spiritual tools as they seek to understand both the implicit and explicit messages in these ancient stories.

	Year 
	Pentecost 

September-October-November
	Thanksgiving Event 
	Advent

December

	2009-2010


	Abraham: 

Journey 
	Abraham: 

Complicated Families 
	Abraham:

Intro to his Stories
	Story of Thanksgiving
	Luke’s Christmas Story



	2010-2011


	Joseph:

Amazing Leader 
	Joseph:

Sibling Drama


	Tower of Babel 


	Hunger Banquet
	Night in Bethlehem 

	2011-2012


	Exodus

Moses’ many Adventures
	Life in the Garden 


	Great 

Thanksgiving
	Advent Symbols

Mark has no birth story.  




	Year 
	Epiphany 

January-February
	Lent 

March
	Palm Sunday Easter
	Easter

April-May

	2009-2010


	Jesus’ Healing
	Call Stories 

Balaam, Samuel, Disciples


	Palm Sunday Skit

and

Easter Celebration
	Feeding Miracles

Elijah, Elisha, and Jesus 

Jesus in the Water

	2010-2011
	Jesus as Teacher and the Beatitudes 
	Woman Wisdom

(Esther and Ruth) 


	
	“Untold” Stories

Daniel in the Lion’s Den

Jericho Walls

	2011-2012
	Jesus’ Parables and Prayer
	Prophets Then and Now 
	
	The Kings-David


